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The first comers found lands quite suitable for use,
cleared in former times by the savages, who tilled
their fields there. Those who have come since have
made clearings in the woods, which are commonly of
oak; the lands are good. Deer hunting is abun-
dant toward autumn. There are some dwellings
built of stone: they make the lime with oyster shells,
of which there are great heaps made in former times
by the savages, who partly live by that fishery.

The climate there is very mild; as that region is
situated at 40 and two-thirds degrees, there are
plenty of European fruits, as apples, pears, Cherries.
I arrived there in October, and even then I found
many Peaches.

Ascending the River as far as the 43rd degree, you
find the 2nd settlement, which the flow and Ebb of
the tide reaches, but extends no further; ships of 100
and a hundred and twenty tons can land there.

There are two items in this settlement, which is
called Renselaerswick,—as if one should say, " the
settlement of Renselaers,'' who is a wealthy merchant
of Amsterdam: first, a wretched little fort, named
Fort orange,—built of logs, with 4 or 5 pieces of
Bretetiil cannon, and as many swivel guns,— which
the Company of the West indies has reserved for
itself, and which it maintains. This fort was for-
merly on an Island formed by the River; it is now
on the mainland on the side of the Hiroquois, a
little above the said Island.9 There is, secondly, a
Colony sent thither by that Renselaers, who is its
Patron. This colony is composed of about a hundred
persons, who live in 25 or 30 houses built along the
River, as each has found convenient. In the prin-
cipal house is lodged the Patron's representative;


